Dear Representative Russell E. Tucker, 

While I am not one of your constituents, I wanted to ask you to support House Bill 345, "Equal Tax Treatment of Government Retiree Benefits" when it comes to the Pensions and retirement Committee.  It is important legislation because today, government retirees are not taxed equably. While those who had five years of credible service prior to August 12, 1989 do not pay taxes on their retirement income, those who lack five years of credible service after that date are taxed because of the 1998 Bailey Settlement. 

Many of the men and women who now serve until retirement and have participated in the Global War on Terror will make a decision as to where they will retire. I believe many will not choose North Carolina because their retirements will be taxed and there are other states where this will not be the case. This inequity needs to be resolved and I ask you to help to get the North Carolina General Assembly to end this inequity. 

House Bill 233 is good for North Carolina and it will help our state. I understand that the economic study prepared by The 4th Branch and The Federal Retiree Task Force, Investing in North Carolina's Future: The Positive Economic Impact of Extending the Bailey Settlement to All Government Retirees, was delivered recently to your office. The study shows that for every one dollar of costs to North Carolina, there will be 2.5 dollars in benefits. Government retirees, as the study points out, contribute to their communities in many tangible ways and we should want to retain our retirees and attract others to our great state. 
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